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Summary
Male Supremacist Complex

The article examines the role of male supremacy in various cultures around the globe. Since the cultures are different they have different ways of viewing their family structures. Moreover, the authors have identified various types of family structures that were present during the year 1974. According to Divale & Harris (1976), the male figure was involved in decision making in most cultures. Additionally, the males were responsible for the allocation of labor, domestic requirements, and capital as it strengthens their dominance in the community. This male dominance is present in matrilineal structures. Amitalocality which involves post matrimonial dwelling in the woman’s father compound did not occur in the communities studied. However, the majority of the community practiced avunculocality which involves residing with the husband’s mother brother. In addition, the prevalence of avunculocality in residence arrangement was high in the communities. The extensiveness of male supremacy is offered depending on the marriage form in the various societies. For instance, the polygyny marriage structure is more common than the polyandry. In most societies, during the time the research was made the males provided the domestic requirement by several wives and their offspring.
Having several men providing for a single woman and her kids seems to be advantageous also. According to the article, the polyandry marriage structure is highly underrepresented. The polygyny structure supports the nurturing of female offspring since they will ensure the males acquire several wives whereas the polyandry structure is essential where the cultures are controlling their population size. Polygamy is done by female infanticide hence do not encourage nurturing female offspring. The preferred form is the polygyny since the male get to benefit by getting several wives. Female dominance in the communities sampled was nonexistence, however, bride price was common to more than half of societies (Divale & Harris, 1976). According to the authors, the bride price is an economic benefit awarded to the bride’s parents for the loss of the woman’s reproductive and industrious services. Also, the dowry was paid but its prevalence was almost negligible since most communities did not practice it. The bridegroom's price is the compensation given to the man’s family due to the loss of his procreative and industrious services. Nonetheless, it was either given as benefits for the expenses to be incurred while taking care of a financially burdensome bride or for developing ethnic treaties, political, caste and economic relations beneficial to the wife’s family.
The matrilineal structure does not involve the payment of dowry, the reason being marriages in this setting is not associated with the permanent transfer of productive and procreative services of the men from a single communal unit to another. This show that males are superior to the women in the matrilineal setting as they do not yield control to the females or become integrated into the wives’ domestic activities. This is one of the reasons why the bride price was common in various cultures. Moreover, male supremacy is also seen during the division of labor in the communities. Activities involving fetching of water, cooking and infant rearing were commonly carried out by the women while men were associated with activities such as use of weapons such as security and hunting. In terms of political power, men dominance is clearly demonstrated as the administrative roles were set aside for the males in the cultures studied. According to Divale & Harris (1976), the women were hardly given any administrative positions. Despite the fact that the societies had more women than the male, the political and economic duties given to women were very few also their status in the community was lower than that of men.
Male supremacy in the societies is evident during military combat. Majority of the cultures, women were not allowed to handle weapons which the men were to use. During the military training, the males are coached into fierce some and aggressive individuals where their supremacy character is established. According to Divale & Harris (1976), the male dominance attitude was built by participation in sports which the women were not allowed to participate such as wrestling and mock combat. Some women had great physical features than men suitable for military activities but they were diminished and methods to ensure their submissiveness were utilized. Additionally, male supremacy was observed in religious rituals, the semen was used in rites for improving productivity while menstruating women were considered unclean. In addition, male children were preferred in the majority of the villages.
Warfare and Population

Furthermore, the male supremacist in the society is seen during warfare whereby female infanticide was common while male infants were nurtured as they were a source of soldiers. The death of male was less emotionally and structurally costly than the death of women in their reproductive age. The death during the battle was blamed on the rival community while the death of women during abortions was blamed on society therefore, it did not improve the solidarity feelings in communities. In addition, combat was common when agriculture was widespread and was less common when cultivation season had passed. Additionally, consistent combat is adversely correlated to polyandry. According to Divale & Harris (1976), normally, the intensity and the rate in which war spread is dependent on the capability to attain stationary populaces through ways that do not involve neglect or the death of infant girls.
The communities had various ways of controlling their population other than infanticide. For instance, the diet, societies that consume high amounts of proteins and low fats, lactation period is prolonged hence birth spacing occurs (Divale & Harris, 1976). Warfare was a chance to overpower rival communities and confiscate their economic investments. Female infanticide is related to the development of male supremacist combat complex in societies that experience constant wars. Additionally, the authors have demonstrated how the ratio of male increase after an occurrence of war. The reason given is that the men who survive the war caused this increase.
Critique

Male supremacist complex is a situation in which the male individual inaccurately believe that he is superior to the females, therefore, he takes action to overpower the female equivalent. Moreover, male supremacists are not only restricted to the male gender but also females. It diminishes women as inferior beings whose purpose is reproduction or sexual function. Their ideas are based on the fact that men are both intelligent and powerful than females, as well as men, are responsible for all inventions. Today male supremacy is not as it was when the study was done, activists fighting for equal rights for women emerged and were successful in empowering women and raising their status in the community. Females are able to defend themselves from male supremacist’s views and prove they are able to do various activities and they are equally intelligent as men. According to Greig et al. (2015), most activities that were labeled for male only can be done by women, women have also dominated in the religious as well as political structures. Some nations, women are the head of the nations or community where they head the men. Also, the women have engaged in military activities. Male supremacy was a means to undermine the capability and strength of women, these cultures in most societies have been left behind. Hence, societies are currently empowering women into reaching their potentials. In addition, attempts made to make women passive or submissive are disregarded and discourage. Intimidation no longer workers as females are aware of their potentials and strive to achieve them and prove their capabilities. Also, male supremacist which aims at deterring females from achieving their goals is condemned by society today.
Male supremacist is evident in various societies which have adhered to their cultural customs. It is seen in native communities, as it is done in the disguise of promotion and preservation of traditions from extinction. Customs such as bride price and dowry is still being practiced in several cultures where it is a form of appreciation and not any kind of gender-based supremacy. Besides, the current society men participate in activities which were otherwise considered women’s. Division of labor is no longer gender-based or biased. Hence, undermining of women has decreased over a period of time. Additionally, marriage structures do not undermine women and are seen as equal to men (Greig et al., 2015). Female infanticide is no longer practiced today. Women capable of conducting military activities are given an equal chance as males and permitted to handle the weapons. In addition, the preference of a specific gender of a child depends entirely on the preference of the parent and may not be tied down to male supremacist. The female right activists were successful in raising the status of women, however, some male supremacist started blaming females for all the ill men were facing. In addition, the masculine nature of men was not seen as a means of scaring women anymore or limiting their capabilities. 
Warfare in recent times has various reasons, for instance, religious reasons, to end terrorism or dictatorship. Deaths that occur during the war are emotionally costly and result in the destruction of communities and their physical structures. Infanticide is not used for controlling the population in the society. Numerous scientific means have been invented such as contraceptives that assist in the management of family and the entire populace. Modern family planning methods are more effective than methods used by societies described in the article. Some of the methods describe involving child spacing by extending the nursing period of babies which results in a fat buildup in lactating women. One limitation of this practice is that it is not reliable after approximately two years. Warfare was seen as a means of controlling population, during war various members of the small societies died and the rate of childbirth was very low hence, a decrease in the overall population (Okra et al., 2017). However, after the war childbirth rates will rise causing an increase in the population.
Warfare rates in small societies in terms of the death of members during the war as well as participation in combat are greater than the modern nations’ conflicts. Additionally, smaller society groups reward themselves after conquering their enemies by possessing their belongings and using them to improve their economy. These communities do not necessarily participate in standing battle but rely on trained men to attack rivals and safeguard their society. After the war, the individuals can resume their nonmilitary activities (Okra et al., 2017). Population and war casualties are correlated whereby the probability of being a casualty of war or a member of a combat group is higher in smaller communities as compared to larger societies. This likelihood may vary due to the small society war needs, contingency, and experience. In the 21st century, the rate at which conflict are emerging is shocking. Nations that are allies have gone into war with each other for instance, insurgency and rebellion in North Africa and the Middle East.
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